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A  RECORD  OF 
THINGS  DONE 
IN  BEHALF  OF 
THE  FARMERS 


An  account  of  what 
the  Conservative 
Government  has  done 
and  is  doing  to  promote 
the  industry  of  Agri- 
culture in  British  Col- 
umbia and  make  easier 
the  task  of  the  tiller 
of  the  soil. 
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HON.  WILLIAM    MANSON 

British  Columbia's  first  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  first 
Superintondant  of  the  Agricultural  Credits  Board 


ACHIEVEMENTS 

By    legislation    and    de- 
partmental administration 

ENUMERATED 


In  its  legislation  and  in  its  ailministration  the  Ci)ns(.Tvati\c 
government,  which  has  enjoyed  power  in  British  Columbia  durinj; 
the  past  thirteen  years,  has  at  all  times  soi-.ght  to  enconrajje  agri- 
cultural production  hy  such  public  measures  as  could  he  taken  in 
the  interests  of  all  the  farmers  without  depriving  in.lividuals  of 
that  sturdy, Jndependent,  resourceful  s|.irit  without  which  no 
industrial  efforts  can  be  proHtably  made. 

Construction  of  railways  and  roads  came  first,  as  the  farmers 
could  neither  get  their  implements  in  nor  their  produce  out  without 
them.  British  Columbia's  unequalled  system  of  good  roads  and 
Its  magnificent  ser.es  of  railway  lines  reached  the  stage  recently 
where  they  ceased  to  be  the  chief  problem  connected  with  agricul- 
tural production,  and  government  attention  was  focused  ahead. 
A  royal  commission  was  appointed  to  study  rural  conditions  and 
to  present  a  report  upon  the  needs  of  the  agricultural  industry 
generally. 

RURAL    CREDIT    SYSTEM    ADOPTED. 

In  the  commission's  report,  based  upon  an  exhaustive  studv  of 
conditions  in  British  Columbia  and  other  countries,  the  most  impor- 
tant and  emphatic  suggestion  made  was  in  favour  of  ,i  system  of 
government  loans  to  farmers.  That  suggestion  has  been' adopted 
by  the  government,  and  at  the  date  of  writing  a  board  of  commis- 
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sionert  hai  already  loaned  Bome  $65,000  or  more  tn  sums  of  varying 
size  to  30  odd  farmers  thrciifrlioiit  the  rrMvince.  while  a  staff  of 
apprai'^fr'-  i^  busy  invr-lii^^atinK  tlir  Sfonrity  offered  by  six  or  swcn 
luiiidri'il  other  ai»i)licaiit!i. 

MINISTER   OF  AGRICULTURE  APPOINTED. 

ilithcrlo  the  farmers  of  I'.ritish  CnUnnbia  have  had  more 
inleic^t  in  the  activities  of  the  Department  of  I'ntilic  Works  than 
e\cn  the  I  )epartiiK'nl  of  Aj^'ricnltnre.  Imt  tlic  time  has  imw  come 
when  the  farmers*  needs  require  the  undivided  attention  of  one 
cabinet  minister  wiih  no  other  responsibility  than  his  a^ricultiiral 
portfolio,  ( )n  assuniinj^-^  the  position  the  first  minister  <)f  the  Crown 
in  December.  n>i5.  the  Hon.  W.  J.  Itowser  made  public  his  recogni- 
tion of  litis  fact  in  his  very  first  address  to  the  public  two  days 
later.  As  a  business  man  of  his  word.  Premier  Bowser  lost  no  time 
in  acting  on  his  decision.  The  Constitution  Act  was  amen<leil  at 
the  ioi^»  session  of  the  House  to  provide  for  the  creation  of  the 
new  portfolio,  and  a  few  weeks  later  the  Hon.  William  Manstm 
was  sworn  in  as  the  first  Minister  of  Ajfriculture  for  this  Province. 

PRODUCTION   RAPIDLY   INCREASING. 

British  Columbia  is  still  an  imporliufj  l^rovince  afjriculturally, 
but  the  hardy  spirit  of  the  Western  Canadian  pioneers  and  the 
vi),:;orous  efforts  of  the  government  to  provide  marketinfj  facilities 
in  the  face  of  ^jeo}.;raphical  difficulties  tmequalled  in  the  world  are 
rapidly  makinj^  themselves  felt.  Production  is  increasing  and 
importation  is  decreasing  annually.  Production  between  1913  and 
1915  increased  from  $26,000,000  to  over  $31,000,000,  while  importa- 
tions decreased  in  the  one  year  from  1914  to  1915  from  $25,000,000 
to  $16,000,000. 

It  should  not  be  imaj^ined  that  because  there  has  been  no 
sei>arate  portfolio  of  agriculture  that  the  industry  has  been  neg- 
lected by  the  government.  A  casual  review  of  the  legislation  of 
the  past  two  years,  as  well  as  of  the  activities  of  the  department 
under  the  direction  of  the  minister  of  finance  and  agriculture  will 
show  quite  the  contrary  to  be  the  case. 

FIRST   PROVINCE   TO    ADOPT    IT. 

Legislation  in  the  special  interest  of  the  farmers  has  been  a 
marked  feature  of  recent  sessions  of  t!ie  House.     The  Agricultural 
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Crciliis  Act  of  11,15  is  1111,1,  ,ii,u-.lli  the  most  far-reaching  piece  of 
legialation  affecting  the  agricultural  indmtry  that  ha>  ever  been 
adopted  in  this  Province.  ^111. 1  11  1,  ji,.i,nii,iln  lii.ii  liu'  ivmrMiiuMi 
ol  llriiisli  Oiliimlii;!  »,i,  ihf  lirst  in  Aiiu-rioa  1,1  .i,|,,|ii  this  fMtllcni 
riuMliiii;  of  iissistiny  •In-  fariiitr-  Sillist,|iunll>  an  Anicriian  f.,ii' 
nii«si,iTi  ,,f  imesli;,Mli,,ii  rivoinnu-ii.lcl  lll.it  llit-  V\  led  Slato-  ailopt 
an  acl  nioilciicl  ,.n  llii-  ,.iif  now  in  f,.r,i>  in  ilriii.,    ,',,liniil,ia 

LONC  TERM  LOANS  MADE. 

I'liilcT  its  |,rovisi,,ns  l.iiiK  tvrni  I, .an,  at  i.iw  rales  ,.f  inu-ri'st 
in.-iv  111'  m.iili.  Ill  farnuTs  |,y  tlic  y.iMrnim-iii  on  aii|ir,nal  ,,1  a  li..ar,| 
of  i-oiniiiis.si,niers  for  ilu'  ,k'vi-l..|,nR'm  of  ilicir  |.lai-i-s.  j'h,-  sum  ..i 
Sl,(«x),cxx)  has  l.ccn  bornuve,!  al  a  fasonralilc  ran-  ,,f  iiii.T,.|,  .-..ii 
si,liTinj;  the  |ircsciit  con,liti,.ii  .,f  ihi-  iiiom.y  niarki-i.  i.i  .arrv  ,.ui 
the  provisions  ,if  ihu  act. 

Tlie  ,,perali,,ii  ,.l  this  ail  al,.nf;  siriclly  I.  i.nuss-iiki-  Ink's  h.II 
ilo  a  K-rtat  ileal  for  aurii-illlnre.  The  chief  ,lra»ha,-k  «illi  ,vhieh 
the  farmer  has  liail  t,i  cmieiwl  in  the  past  is  ilie  iliffuiilu  ,,f  si',-iir- 
I'llf;  lonK  term  loan-  at  a  reasouahic  rate  ,.f  iiuere-'  f,ir  ilu-  , level, .p- 
nient  of  his  |ilace.  This  act  will  now  remove  this  disability,  ami 
lc^;itimate  farmers  wh,,  are  ahle  lu  olier  sufficient  securiiv,  may 
obtain  loans  for  the  purchasing  of  live  stock,  clearinu  l.iml.'  .Iraiii'- 
at;e.  fencint;  or  other  au;riciillnral  purposes, 

ACT  INCREASES  PRODUCTION  GREATLY. 

The  experience  of  .New  Zealand,  where  a  verv  similar  act  to 
onrs  has  been  in  o|ieration  for  the  last  twentv  vears,  has  (iroved 
the  wisdom  of  this  line  of  government  policy'  Afiricnltural  pro- 
duction in  New  Zealand  has  yearly  increased  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
since  the  agricultural  credit  system  was  established.  There  is 
every  reasor  to  anticipate  that  similar  results  will  be  ohtaincl  in 
this  Trovince,  It  is  conlidentially  ex|.ecte,l  that  this  important 
legislation  will  revolutionize  asjriculture  in  Hritish  Columbia.  50 
that  we  may  look  forward  in  the  near  future  to  doubling  a"<l  treb- 
ling our  agricultural  production,  and  to  h  nniing  not  oulv  sell- 
supporting,  but  also  a  country  exporting  agricultural  proilucc. 

CHINESE    EGG    PROBLEM    SETTLED. 

For  years  the  legislature  has  struggled  with  the  problem  of 
protecting    the  i>oultry  in.lustry    from   the  unfair    competition   of 


I'liiiM-t  fj^-^.  A  iMii^tiMitii.n.il  .lirtKiiltv  ulii.lt  !.l..^k»'-l  ,ill  prr 
xiiiii-.  illMrt-.  \\a^  "iirri'iitiik-il  yi;ui-lii)ly  Ny  l.icni.  I-'.  I  M;ii  krn/if. 
M.ri',  ;iii'!  ihc  \iiMrru'\-('.i-tuT;irv  I  Vjuirinu'iil.  at  the  ri-ii-ni  -^r-;- 
-\->u,  wliin  a  iirv\  .K't  i-tiliilc'I  ilw  I'-l'  Mark-  AiM  ua-  a'tMpn-.I  U\ 
III."  -"v.-iiinuiii  .iti'I  ].a-.-fi|.  The  object  of  the  act.  to  protect  the 
poultrymen  and  the  consumers  both,  is  accomplished  hy  tc(|inriny 
that  r\ci\  \tihiMr  ui  cj;ns  nin''t  tiavi-  all  C'liitainiTH  irurn  wliich 
cyL^-.  .in'  -nld  .  Iiarl\  Tiiarkt'<|  In  inilicatf  tlu*  awf.  '|nalit>  and  natlnn- 
alii>  ..1  ihf  i-j;s  tiuTt'iii.  Heavy  penalties  an-  pntviilcd  for  \i..la- 
lii'ii-.  .till!  a  vlalV  "i'  JM--i'i-rti  t-  ha*  lu'cii  iicatt'd  tn  prcM-tit  -iii'h 
W  liiti'  till-  iiR'a-iUL  <l>t'-.  Ill, I  prMliibit  the  iinimrtati-in  ..f  t'him--c 
t'^;^>.  n  tlV(iiuaM>  pn-vriit-.  ihcir  -ale,  ff>r  thf  piihlic  is  tim  familiar 
uiih  ihc  t|nality  <>f  ihc  (  )ritiiial  pnnliht  ti.  |tiircha-f  it  kiii»wmf;ly. 

FARMERS  GET  FULL  VALUE. 

The  liairii'^  Rt'L;ulaii'tii  Act.  |pa>>fil  at  tlu-  last  -i-->'^toii.  assures 
the  milk  and  cream  producer  of  receiving  a  proper  price  t'>r  his 
prn.liitt  Ita-i'il  nil  tilt;  htitttr  iat  iniitiiii-  nt  liic  milk  he  su|i|ilie-. 
The  act  rc»|tiirt'-.  that  iin  crcatiury  >>r  ilairy  shall  carry  (»n  husiiiess 
witlmm  having  aiimu;;  it-  cmplnyin-s  a  licciiscrl  luster.  The  licenses 
V  ill  he  i-sned  hy  the  ;^'n\  irnmctit  iimler  the  act  only  tn  men  wlm 
ha\e  ilemmistrateil  tlieir  (|iialificalinfi-  tn  test  the  qiialit)  nf  milk 
tfiim  the  Initter  fat  siandpnint.  This  measure  till-  a  Imij^-ftlt  want 
nf  ihi-  milk  prntlmcr-  nf  thi-  i'rn\im-o. 


PROMPT   PAYMENTS  ASSURED. 

\ii   impnrtant    amemlmeiit    tn   the   Sales  •>{  ( ". U     Vet.   pas-^cd 

la-i  -i--<inn.  assures  the  farmers  of  prompt  and  accurate  payment 
by  the  commission  agents  who  market  their  produce  in  the  centres 
of  population.  The  act  re(piires  that  the  cmiimis-inn  a;^em  shall 
remit  within  live  day-  nf  the  sale  ni  any  cnji-iii^ned  i^nnds  all  moneys 
payable  tn  the  proiincer  on  accnunt  nf  the  transaclinn.  It  provides 
aisn  that  all  moneys  receive<l  by  cnmmission  a.iients  on  account  of 
LjniKU  ^nld  for  tl;c  farmers  shall  be  regarded  as  trust  funds,  and  the 
liea\\  penalties  applicable  to  misapprnpriation  of  trust  funds  are 
made  applicable  tn  the  a,L;:ent-.  "'armcrs  have  Inui;  felt  ilic  need 
of  lepislatinn  in  this  tlirectinn.  and  the  benefits  are  already  being 
appreciated  by  the  pmihicers  iti  the  vicinity  nf  the  lar^e  marketinfjf 
centre-^.  This  act  was  put  through  only  after  a  strenuous  fight 
with  the  opposition. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

A  GREAT  HELP  TO  FARMERS 


l.c'^i-hiti.iTi  1,1  till-  kill, I.  ulii,-l,  i.iihh,.,  ,liri-,ilv  ih,.  ii,ii„i.,i,- 
iH'i'.l-  ,i|'  llu-  iiii'ii  Hh,.  .irr  vMi'-lliii:;  .1  inin;;  ir,,rii  ilu-  -,,,1,  In.  ii-l 
liiHli  .|ruMi-rl  ulllii.m  ;ill  liiliill;iU'  kii..«  li-.l-c  ..f  ,-.MlililMn.  uliuli 
till-  l;iriinr-  an-  faclin;  in  llicir  .l.iil;,  nuilim  .i  lili>  Tin-  nil,  ,iiii;i 
liciil  I-  lii'iii;;  talhiTi'.l  ,l,iy  in  ami  ,la>  .ml  In  llu-  .tali  ..|  ,v|i,Tt. 
ill  llif  fllliili.y  ,.(  tin-  I)i-parliiu'til  ,,f    \L;riiuItiin-, 

Till-  .liiii  <.f  ihi<  ilopariniint  ha-  alu.iv^  l.c-ii  to  help  the 
firmers  to  help  themselves,  with  a  \ii'u  i,.  iii.iliiiu;  ilw  ln'.t  >iui>.s« 
p,.-.il,K-  .,i  lin-ir  ianiiMi-  ,  .|,iralv.ii-  Tin-  ,|c;iartiii,-iil  re,  ■i,-nizi-« 
that  farming  is  a  science,  an, I  iliai  ,,ii!\  men  uli,.  liav,'  a  kn,i«U-,l|,.c 
uf  tin-  ilihlcrlvinK  |.i  iiuipli-  cf  a;4riniliiiri-  an, I  llu-  i-,,rHTi  appliia- 
tiMli  <aii  h.ipc  1,,  nap  llu-  l.^-i  rcMills  in.in  llu'ir  lal.c.nr.  To  pru- 
\i.li'  iMTV  p,is»ililu  laiiliiv  i,,r  il„.  a>i|in-ni,  ,m  ,.f  ilii,  kii..u  Icl^c 
i-  llu-  aim  iif  the  ,lL-partnK-nt,  an, I  llu-  main  liiiii,|ri-,|.  ,,l  tanner'^ 
«li,,  lia\c  U'fA  llii-<i'  I'acilitii's  ari'  wl'II  aware  ,,|'  tliiit  la,  t 

OPENING    UP    NEW    MARKETS. 

line  ,.1  llie  yreal  aim*  ,,f  ili,.  .lepartmenl  i>  to  open  up  ne'v 
markets  for  the  farmers  and  fruit  growers.  A  speeial  c.mniis-i.incr 
(11  llle  ileparlnienl  ,lev,,les  lli»  eiilire  energies  i,,  pn.m,  ,|ini;  the  use 
of  l;rili>^h  I'dniiiliia  frtiit  ami  veKetahlo  in  the  i'rairie  i'r,Hin,es. 
»hile  a  |ir,,fitali!e  trade  with  Australia  ami  \eu  Zealan.l  i.  mnv 
lieini;  u, .rise, I  ii|>  In   ,|eparlliielllal  aetivitie^.. 

AID    FARMERS   TO  GET   BEST  RESULTS. 

■riir,.n,';h  llle  vari.ni.  hr.aiulie^  ,,l  ilu'  I  Jep.-irliii.  nl  ,,i  A;;rienl- 
tnre,  vahlaMe  a-iiManee  i>  reiidereil  t.i  farmer-,  ami  e\  er\  cffiirt 
is  iiiaile  1,,  .i-.i-t  thrnilKh  the  inenleali,,ii  ,.|  i',.rreet  praolices  of 
farmini:  ilie  man  wli,,  is  niakini.;  liis  livini;  ,,tr  the  l.iml,  -• .  that  he 
in.-i\  -eeiire  iiie  l.e-l  results  l.,r  lii-  u,.rk.  The  ,1,  parlinem  is 
nrj;aiuze.l  int,,  .lillVrent  hraiu-hes.  e.aeli  .lealiin;  uitii  a  speeified 
ph.i-e  ,il  i,armiiiL:.  ami  each  lir,-im-li  I.euiL;  iimler  llie  .lireeii.iii  ,if  an 
c.vperi  official,  ihe  whole  Iiciii^  lin.ler  the  ilireetion  am'  ,-,'iilr.,l  ,if 
the  e\eemi\e   lie,i.l   ,if  the   ■leparlinenl. 

Tlie  -lalV  ,i|  the  ,le|i.irtiiiellt  i-  e.,nip,.se.l  ,.i  thoroughly  prac- 
tical men  i\li,.  li.n  e  al-,.  taken  full  e.nir-es  at  a,i;rii-ultnral  i-,illeu:es 


and  obtaincJ  their  decrees.  On  the  permanent  stafif  of  the  depart- 
ment there  are  thirty-nine  expert  officials.  There  are  also  fifteen 
whose  salaries  and  exj)enses  are  paid  out  of  the  yearly  appropria- 
tion ^-ranted  by  the  Federal  government  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Asriciiltnral  Instrncticm  Act.  and  nineteen  men  employed  on 
temporary  assistance. 

The  time  of  these  officials  is  |)rincipally  occupied  in  visiting 
farmers  and  fruit  growers  on  their  places*  and  eutleavi)urinj^  to  help 
them  towards  a  >ncce>stnl  solution  of  the  many  problems  and  diffi- 
culties coulrontiu}^  them,  and  j^enerally  to  give  a<lvice  and  assist- 
ance to  tluise  retpiesiing  it.  In  addition,  a  large  amonm  of  corres- 
pondence is  kejjt  up  with  farmers. 

FREE  INFORMATION   DISTRIiiUTED. 

The  department  has  always  available  for  free  distribution  to 
farmers  a  full  supply  of  bulletins,  circulars  of  instruction,  and 
reports  on  all  phases  of  farming,  prepared  by  the  best  experts  in 
each  line. 

fn  addition,  a  rionthly  magazine  is  now  issued,  containing 
seasonal  hints,  timely  topics,  and  carefully  prepared  articles  on 
stock  breeding,  poultry,  dairying,  hogs,  sheep,  crops,  horticulture, 
fertilizers,  soils,  etc.  Xearly  100,000  copies  of  deiiartmental  publi- 
cations we  e  distributed  free  to  farmers  in  1915. 
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FARMERS'   INSTITUTES  ARE   VALUABLE, 

C)ne  of  the  most  important  farmers'  organizations  is  the 
Farmers'  Institute,  of  which  there  are  I4(>  incorporated  in  the 
Province,  with  a  membership  of  practically  8,000. 

Farmers'  Instittites  receive  financial  assistance  by  means  of  a 
per  capita  grant  based  on  meinbership  and  by  payment  of  a  salary 
by  the  <lepartment  to  all  secretaries.  Expert  lecturers  and  demon- 
strators are  periodically  sent  around  to  all  Institutes  to  hold  lec- 
tures and  give  demonstrations  in  held  and  orchard. 

Field  crop  competitions  are  held  in  connection  with  institutes, 
the  dejiartment  judging  same  and  awarding  prizes.  Boys'  and 
girls'  clubs  are  also  organized  under  the  auspices  of  institutes,  and 
crop  and  stock  raising  contests  inaugurated,  the  department  sup- 
plying the  judges  and  giving  ]>rizes. 
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PURE    BRED    SIRES    PROVIDED. 

In  order  to  cni-miraue  the  use  of  the  best  seuds,  selected  seed 
distribution  work  is  carried  out  by  the  department  to  the  members 
of  institutes.  The  operation  of  farm  demonstration  plots  by  the 
department  is  worked  in  collaboration  with  Farmers'  Institutes 
in  the  different  sections  of  the  Province.  The  distribution  of  pure- 
bred sires  on  deferred  terms  of  payment  is  effected  on  the  requisi- 
tion of  institutes,  and  on  their  conforming  with  the  regulations  laid 
down  by  the  department. 

.\  central  convention  of  Farmers'  Institutes  is  held  each  year, 
to  which  each  institute  sends  an  accredited  delegate,  the  depart- 
ment paving  his  transportation.  This  convention  is  a  very  impor- 
tant meeting,  and  constitutes,  as  it  were,  a  Parliament  of  Farmers 
of  the  Province.  Resolutions  emanating  from  this  convention 
have  always  received  the  most  careful  attention  of  the  Provincial 
government. 

CO-OPERATION   ENCOURAGED. 

Co-operative  work  in  the  purchasing  of  supplies  at  the  lowest 
cost  for  use  of  members,  and  in  the  marketing  of  produce,  is  carried 
out  to  a  large  extent  by  the  Farmers'  Institutes. 

A  very  valuable  privilege  of  institutes  is  that  of  being  able,  by 
special  arrangements  made  by  the  department  with  powder  com- 
panies and  transportation  companies,  to  secure  stumping  powder 
for  clearing  land,  and  other  strictly  agricultural  purposes,  at  a  very 
much  reduced  cost  and  a  low  freight  rate. 

There  are  many  other  ways  in  which  Farmers'  Institute  mem- 
bers receive  direct  benefit. 

WOMEN'S   INSTITUTES   AIDED. 

Women's  Institutes  are  incorjiorated  in  the  same  way  as 
Farmers'  Institutes.  This  important  movement  has  spread  at  a 
very  rapid  rate,  there  being  now  fifty-nine  Women's  Institutes  in 
the  Province,  with  a  membership  of  about  3,000. 

The  aim  and  object  of  Women's  Institutes  is  directed  towards 
the  ameliorating  of  conditions  atTccting  women  in  our  rural  com- 
munities. Financial  assistance  is  afforded  by  means  of  a  per  capita 
grant,  and  payment  of  salary  to  secretaries. 

The  formation  of  Women's  Institutes  in  our  rural  communities 
has  done  a  great  deal  towards  the  betterment  of  social  conditions, 
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and  the  general  improvement  of  the  standard  of  life  in  our  country 
districts. 

COMPETITIONS    GOOD    FEATURE. 

Short  courses  in  the  lighter  phases  of  farming  for  women, 
cooking,  sewing,  niir>ing,  care  of  children,  and  other  lines  of  domes- 
tic .science,  arc  undertaken  by  the  department,  all  costs  incidental 
being  defrayed  by  the  government.  The  holding  of  Flower  Shows 
by  Women's  Institutes  is  encouraged,  and  financial  assistance 
given  by  way  of  a  per  capita  grant  based  on  membership.  Suitable 
prizes  are  also  awarded.  \'arious  institute  competitions  are  held 
annually  and  awards  made. 

District  conferences  are  held  each  year,  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion of  delegates  from  each  institute  being  defrayed  by  the  depart- 
ment. A  quarterly  Women's  Institute  bulletin,  containing  institute 
news  and  topics  of  interest  to  women,  is  issued  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Superintendent  of  Institutes. 

.As  in  the  case  of  Farmers'  Institutes,  co-oj)erative  effort  by 
Women's  Institutes  is  encouraged  by  the  department. 

FALL  FAIRS  ASSISTED. 

There  are  sixty-eiglit  incorporated  agricultural  associations 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  holding  Fall  Fairs.  A  substantial  yearly 
grant  is  given  by  the  government  to  each  association  towards  its 
prize  list,  and  for  general  Fair  purposes,  the  grant  being  based  on 
the  amount  raised  by  each  association  froin  membership  and 
entrance  fees,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  good  which  they 
arc  accomplishing. 

I.iy  means  of  these  Fairs,  the  spirit  of  friendly  competition  is 
encouraged,  thus  leading  to  improved  methods  of  farming. 

PROVINCIAL   ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  British  Columbia  Stock  Breeders',  Dairymen's,  Poultry- 
men's  and  i'rnit  Growers'  .Associations  are  provincial  organiza- 
tions, each  receiving  a  yearly  grant  in  the  estimates  to  help  them 
in  their  ivork,  and  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  as.sociation. 
Much  gooil  has  beci  accomplished  by  these  organizations  towards 
improving  the  conditions  as  affecting  stock  breeders,  dairymen, 
poultrymen  and  fruit  growers. 
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INCREASES    MILK    PRODUCTION. 

The  formation  of  cow-testinji;  associations  in  dairyin^j  sections 
is  encouraged  by  the  department,  the  object  being  to  show  dairy- 
men how.  by  weighing  their  milk  and  using  the  IJabcock  Test,  they 
can  find  out  which  are  their  best  paying  cows,  and  by  breeding 
up  from  them  and  getting  rid  of  the  non-paying  cows,  tiiey  can 
materially  increase  their  milk  yield.  Assistance  is  rendered  by  the 
department  by  way  of  furnishing  expert  testers  for  each  associa- 
tion, and  by  supplying  the  necessary  forms  for  keeping  records  of 
perfnrniaTicc. 

BEST   VARIETIES   DISCOVERED. 

Demonstration  plots  in  different  districts  of  the  I'rovince  are 
operated  by  farmers  under  the  direction  >>f  the  expert  officials 
attached  to  the  Live  Stock  llranch  of  the  department.  These  plots 
have  proved  their  value  in  showing  which  are  the  best  varieties  to 
plant  in  each  district,  and  by  showing  farmers  the  value  of  a  proper 
system  of  crop  rotation. 

ALFALFA  GROWING   SPREADS. 

Alfalfa  plots,  consisting  of  one  acre  each,  are  worked  under  the 
direction  of  the  department.  By  means  of  these  plots,  farmers 
have  been  shown  the  necessity  for  careful  sf»il  selection,  efficient 
prejiaration  t)f  the  ground,  and  the  use  of  nitrogen  cultures,  in  order 
to  get  a  good  stand  of  this  valuable  fodder  crop.  This  work  has 
und(.>ubtedly  encouraged  the  extensive  growth  by  farmers  of  alfalfa 
in  districts  which  have  been  proved  suilalile  for  its  growth. 

DISTRIBUTED   SEED    CORN. 

.\  large  quantity  of  fodder  corn  seed  has  been  dislribuicd  to 
farmers,  and,  by  the  trying  (uit  of  different  varieties,  suitable  kinds 
have  been  found  for  nearly  all  sections  of  the  Province,  and  corn, 
which,  as  a  crop  was  a  negligible  quantity  a  few  years  ago,  is  now 
grown  extensively  in  most  parts  of  the  I'rovince  for  silage  jiurpuses. 

SILOS   INTRODUCED. 

In  'irder  to  encourage  the  use  of  silos  by  larmers.  blue-prints 
and  specifications  of  a  cheap  but  effective  stave  silo  are  supplietl  to 
farmers.  Two  silo  cutting  and  fdling  outfits  have  been  secured  by 
the  department,  and  the  construction  of  the  first  silo  in  any  district 
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is  supervised  by  our  silo  expert  and  later  filled  l,v  our  demonstra- 
tion  outfit. 

The  work  of  the  department  in  the  way  of  corn  seed  .listril.u- 
.ou  and  sdo  eo„-;,  notion  and  fillins  has  ,,roved  verv  valuable,  aud 
there  are  now  hundreds  of  silos  in  the  Province,  where  as  a  few 
years  ajjo  they  were  practically  nnkiir)wn. 

SEED  INDUSTRY  DEVELOPED. 

In  order  that  the  economic  wastage  that  has  taken  place  in 
sendin^r  uioney  out  of  the  Province  to  buy  clover,  alfalfa  and  .^rass 
seed  xvheu  they  can  be  grown  to  tiie  best  advantage  in  the  F-rov- 
ince  should  be  eliminated  as  far  as  possible,  the  department  has 
purchased  a  seed  threshing  outfit,  and.  in  so  .  r  as  possil,le  ,lemon- 
strafon  work  will  be  undertaken  in  threshing  crops  kept  bv  farmers 
tor  seed  at  a  n..nnnal  charge.  It  is  hoped  bv  th.s  means  to  encour- 
age the  seed  industry  in  this  Province. 

FINANCIAL  AID   TO   CREAMERIES. 

The  formation  of  co-operative  creameries,  when  there  is  suffi- 
cient jn.stihcation  for  one  being  starte.l.  is  fostercl  and  encoura-e.l 
by  the  .lepartment.  and.  un.ler  the  provisions  oi  the  .\gricultural 
Associations  Act,  liberal  financial  assistance  has  been  given  to  thes- 
creameries  by  the  government.  .Many  new  creameries  are  at  the 
present  time  being  started,  and  financial  aid  mav  be  grante.l  under 
he  provisiotts  of  the  Agricultural  Credit  Act,  ,9.5,  if  approved  by 
tne  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  act. 

LOANS  TO   CO-OPERATIVE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  department  to  get  farmers 
o  adopt  principles  of  pro,,er  organized  co-operative  efl^ort  and 
the  value  ,.,  concerted  action  by  farmers  in  the  purchasing  of  sup- 
plies and  in  the  marketing  of  produce  has  been  clearlv  demonstrated 
by  the  many  co-operative  fruit  growers'  associati.ms  alreadv 
organized  in  the  I'rovince. 

A  large  amount  of  money  has  been  loaned  to  these  associations 
by  the  1  rovincial  government  at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  and  on  long 
terms.  The  organization  of  farmers  along  co-o,,erative  lines  is 
procee.hng  apace  in  the  province,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  dav 
IS  not  far  distant  when  farmers'  interests  will  be  protecte.l  b'v 
wholesale  and  efficient  o  ;anization. 
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WAGE   WAR   ON   PESTS. 

Rigid  inspection  of  imported  nursery  slock,  trees,  plants, 
fruits,  vegetables,  corn,  rice,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  the  department 
in  order  to  guard  the  Province  against  infestation  of  serious  pests 
and  diseases  which  have  caused  a  heavy  economic  loss  in  other 
countries.  The  necessary  legislation  to  do  this  work  is  afforded  in 
the  .XKricuItural  Act,  1915.  Nurseries  arKl  orchards  are  also  care- 
fully inspected,  and  diseased  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  destroyed  or  prop- 
erly treated. 

The  control  of  insect  pests  and  diseases  affecting  crops,  fruit 
trees  and  jilants.  is  vigorously  prosecuted  by  field  inspectors,  and 
demonstration  work  is  carried  out  to  show  how  pests  and  diseases 
may  be  the  most  economically  and  efficiently  controlled  by  proper 
spraying  with  coi-'^ct  mixtures  at  the  right  time. 

WIPING    OUT    BOVINE    TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  department  has  a  staff  of  four  ipialificd  veterinary  inspec- 
tors, whose  principal  duty  is  to  inspect  all  dairy  premises,  stables, 
etc.,  and  see  that  the  owners  thereof  confirm  with  the  provfsions 
of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Act. 

British  Columbia  is  ahead  of  all  other  Provinces  of  the 
Dominion  and  States  of  the  Union  in  the  system  adopted  of  testing 
all  cattle  for  Bovine  Tuberculosis,  and  in  payment  of  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  reactors  destroyed  under  the  test. 

By  means  of  this  work,  so  important  not  only  from  a  public 
health,  but  also  from  an  economic  point  of  view.  Bovine  Tuberculo- 
sis is  rapidly  being  eradicated  from  our  dairy  herds,  and  bv  a 
vigorous  continuance  of  the  work,  it  will  not  be  long  before  this 
fatal  disease  will  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  eradicated  from 
the  dairy  herds  in  the  Province,  and  consequently  the  general  public 
will  be  assured  c'  a  pure  milk  supply. 

Our  veterinary  officials  also  do  all  that  they  can  to  help  farmers 
in  the  proper  treatment  of  diseases  affecting  stock. 

AID    FRUIT    GROWERS    BY    DEMONSTRATIONS. 

Demonstration  work  in  the  selection  of  site,  preparation  of  the 
ground,    planting,    cultivating,    pruning,    spraying,   irrigating   and 
thinning  of  fruit,  is  carried  out  by  the  officials  of  the  Horticultural 
Branch  of  the  Department,  in  all  fruit  districts  of  the  Province. 
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Fruit  packing  schools  are  operated  at  the  expense  of  the 
department  in  fruit  districts.  This  work  has  resulted  in  the  uni- 
.versally  admitted  hi^h  slamlanl  of  ({''aile  and  pack  of  P.ritish 
Coluinbia  fruit. 

Various  lines  i.f  investi^atinnal  and  research  work  are  also 
undertaken  by  district  horticulturists,  and  ex|ierimental  work  in 
the  storajje  and  pre-cooliu),'  of  fruit  and  vegetables  prior  to  ship- 
ment is  also  featured. 

EXPERIMENTAL  ORCHARDS. 

Fifteen  demonstration  and  experimental  orchards  are  operated 
by  the  department,  under  agreement  with  the  owner,  for  a  period 
of  five  years.  This  work  was  undertaken  in  order  to  prove  the 
suitability  or  otherwi.se  of  districts  'or  fruit  growing  purposes,  to 
show  the  commercial  varieties  best  suited  for  each  district,  and 
generally  to  show  the  cumulative  eflfect  of  the  adoption  of  a  correct 
system  of  orchard  practice  from  the  start.  This  is  a  valuable  line 
of  work,  and  information  of  great  use  to  fruit  growers  has  been 
secured  by  the  operation  of  these  orchards. 

FIGHTING   NOXIOUS   WEEDS. 

The  department  is  endeavouring  to  help  farmers  towards  the 
best  control  of  noxious  weeds  by  the  appointment  of  noxious  weed 
inspectors  and  provincial  constables,  who  act  as  agents  for  the 
department  towards  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Noy'ous  Weeds  Act. 

A  noxious  weeds  bulletin,  giving  cuts  of  the  worst  weeds,  and 
directions  as  to  how  they  may  best  be  controlled,  has  been  issued 
by  the  department,  and  supplied  to  all  farmeis. 

PROTECTING   THE   BEES. 

Three  foul  brood  inspectors  and  apiary  instructors  are  sent 
out  each  year  in  order  to  give  demonstrations  in  apiculture  in  the 
different  districts,  and  to  examine  all  apiaries  for  foul  brood,  with 
destruction  of  infected  hives,  so  that  this  fatal  disease  of  bees  may 
not  obtain  a  firm  foothold  in  the  Province. 

A   WORD   ABOUT  THE   FUTURE. 

So  much  having  already  beer,  done  by  the  government  in  the 
interest  of      j  farmers,  it  can  readily  be  seen  that,  with  the  creation 
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of  a  distinct  portfolio  of  agriculture,  the  HDVirnment's  policy  is 
to  spare  no  effort  towards  assistin^^  the  tillers  of  the  soil  iti  their 
never  easy  struggle  to  produce  larj^e  crops  and  sell  them  at  good 
prices.  One  prohlem  which  is  now  lieing  taken  up  by  the  depart- 
ment, at  the  direction  of  the  new  minister,  witli  a  view  to  legisla- 
tive enactment  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  is  the  provision  of 
public  markets,  whereby  the  farmers  may  sell  direct  to  the  town 
dwellers  without  the  intervention  of  middle-men. 

A  recoi  .   such  as  the  one  all  tf)0  briefly  described  is  full  of 

promise  for  the  future,  and  the  farmers  will  not  fail  to  recogni/e 

the  difference  between  an  administration  which  accomplishes  these 

■  practical  results  and  politicians  whose  carping  criticisms  of  this 

class  of  hcmest  effort  lack  even  cleverness  in  their  expression. 


TO  RURAL  VOTERS 


It  is  in  view  of  the  approaching  Provincial  general  election 
that  this  brief  summary  of  a  few  of  the  achievements  of  the  present 
government  in  the  interests  of  the  agricultural  industry  is  placed 
before  the  farmers  of  British  Columbia.  As  voters  they  have  a 
right  to  know  just  what  has  been  done  and  is  being  done  affecting 
the  industry  with  which  they  are  directly  associated.  They  wish 
to  have  before  them  the  facts,  in  order  that  they  may  decide 
whether  or  not  they  want  a  continuance  of  administration  along 
these  same  lines. 

Petty  politics  do  not  concern  the  man  who  is  making  his  living 
by  the  labour  of  his  hands,  wrestling  with  Nature  in  the  deter- 
mined effort  to  make  her  yield  a  generous  crop.  His  concern  is 
good  government,  particularly  as  affecting  the  needs  of  the  farming 
community. 

Here  is  an  exceedingly  brief  sketch  of  just  a  few  of  the  activ- 
ities of  the  Conservative  government  in  the  interests  of  the  agri- 
cultural industry.  Most  of  the  details  are  known,  but  it  is  well 
before  casting  a  ballot  to  gather  the  facts  together  and  reflect  care- 
fully. Do  the  farmers  want  this  policy  continued,  or  do  they  prefer 
to  take  chances  with  an  unknown  quantity? 


